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The Boxers' claims to supernatural powers and
invincibility having been exploded by the victorious
advance of the Allies from Tientsin, Tzu Hsi's hopes
of deliverance from the hated foreigner were at
an end. With them ended also her fears of Prince
Tuan, Kang Yi, and their fellow-fanatics ; forth-
with she became once more the Old Buddha, pru-
dent in counsel, of many devices; and, in order to
retrieve what was left of a desperate situation, called
upon Li Hung-chang for assistance. In a decree
issued a fortnight before the relief of the Lega-
tions she appointed him to his old post as Viceroy
of Chihli, bidding him come north in hot haste," there
being urgent need of a diplomat versed in foreign
affairs." Li was an old man and tired ; he was
suffering severely from the illness which ended his
life in the following year. Yet never for a moment
did it occur to him to decline the dangerous and dis-
agreeable task assigned to him. Loyalty to the Throne
(generally represented by the Empress Dowager) was
for him no matter of lip-service or opportunism;
throughout his whole career he professed and prac-
tised it with consistency and courage, as the first
duty of a scholar and a public servant. On this occa-
sion, being weary and irritable, he could not resist
the very natural impulse to say " I told you so,"
and at the same time to make of his return to
his old post an opportunity for recovering some of
the " face " which he had lost in 1896. He replied
to Tzu Hsi's urgent message, expressing gratitude
for the confidence thus bestowed upon Mm; but
" he could not help recalling the foily which has
now destroyed that structure of reformed adminis-
tration which during my twenty odd years as